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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
 We believe God is love— Unconditional, constant love. 
We believe this love exists for all, Choosing each and every one of us, 
Day after day, 
Again and again and again. 

We believe that God’s love is like a river. Rivers cannot help but flow 
toward the sea; God’s love cannot help but move toward us. We are 
swimming in it. 

We believe that God loved first. 
We believe that God breathed life into dust. We believe that God said, 
“This is good,” 
And because we believe that God loved first, We strive to build lives 
that reflect God’s love. May we begin again here. Amen. 

*HYMN                       “Amazing Grace"                            275 

THE OFFERING 
The Invitation to Give 
The Offertory 
 The Prayer of Dedication 
                                                                                                                    
 *BENEDICTION  
 *CHORAL RESPONSE         “God Be With You” 
 “God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you, 
With His sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet 
again. 

                                     Christ Our Light 



THE PRELUDE                                      Carol Hughes 

WORDS OF GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Leader:  God be with you 

People:  And also with you. 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  Before we were born,
All: Before we took our first breath. 
One: Before the week started, 
All:  Before the year started, 
One: Before we figured out who we really are,
All: Before we figured out who we want to be, 
One: Before it all-
All: God Loved us.
One: Unconditionally and freely,
All: Fully and honestly—
One;  God loved us.
All: Again and again, this is where our story begins. Let us 
worship God! 

THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 

*HYMN:    “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   399 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

SILENT CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
God of love, We forget the beginning of the story— That we 
were made from love, to be love, to give love. We forget that 
out of that love you created us. We forget that from the very 
first day, you loved first. We forget, because a love like that 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison continued) 

doesn’t make sense to us. Forgive our low self-esteem. Forgive our 
resistance to love ourselves. Forgive our hesitation to trust that 
even we could be made good. And forgive our tendency to pass 
that doubt on—from generation to generation. Write a new 
beginning for us that roots our confidence in your unrelenting 
love. With hope we pray, again and again. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Family of faith, no matter what we do, where we go, or what we 
tell ourselves— God is love, and God is loving us. 

All: Again and again, we are claimed, held, forgiven, and cared 
for. In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself—thanks 
be to God. Amen! 

*GLORIA PATRI   (Hymn #546 - Glory be to the Father) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 
 The Lesson:                                      Numbers 21: 4-9 
 Responsive Reading:                  Pslam  107: 1-3. 17-22 
 The New Testament Lesson:      Ephesians 2: 1-10 

*HYMN       “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”    380  

THE GOSPEL LESSON        John 3: 14-21       
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