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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
 One: We believe. Sometimes our belief is confident, Like a child on 
a dance floor— Unashamed and wildly genuine. 
All: We believe. 
One: Sometimes our belief is distant, Flickering and calling out to 
us Like a lighthouse on the sea. 
All: We believe. 
One: Sometimes our belief shows up as passion, Guiding the way 
we vote, shop, give, live, trust, and hope. 
All: We believe. 
One: Sometimes our belief is like a shadow— Faith stitched to our 
heels, unmoveable, unloseable, A gift for winding journeys. 
All: We believe. 
One: Sometimes our belief exists like growing pains. We step 
forward. We fall back.But again and again,Jesus invites us to listen, 
To grow, and to take another step. 
All: So again and again,We speak these truths out loud: We 
believe. Again and again, we believe. One: Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 

*HYMN                  “Here I Am Lord”         525 (blue book) 
THE OFFERING 
The Invitation to Give 
The Offertory 
 The Prayer of Dedication 
                                                                                                                    
 *BENEDICTION         Sleep Unborn by Hannah Garrity   Psalm 22: 23-31 



THE PRELUDE                                      Carol Hughes 

WORDS OF GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Leader:  God be with you 

People:  And also with you. 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  Again and again, We are called to listen
All: This is part of our invitation as people of faith-
not only to speak, pray, and sing, but to listen. 
One: Listening is hard, we struggle to listen, particularly 
when we don’t know what we are listening for or we 
don’t agree with what we hear. 
All:  When we are still; we are in a Holy space. We 
can hear the sound of the Divine
One: Let us be still together
All:   Let us worship God. 

THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 

*HYMN: “Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above” 15 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

SILENT CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Listening God, Take what is closed in us and open it. Take 
what is distracted in us and settle it. Take what is hurting in 
us and hold it. Take any and all parts of us that create 
distance from you. For we are like Peter, O God. We argue 
what we don’t know. We fear what we cannot see. And we 
almost always speak sooner than we listen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison continued) 

So open us, settle us, hold us, and forgive us. We long to 
hear you more clearly. We long to know you more fully. 
With hope we pray, and with gratitude we confess.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Brothers and Sisters in Christ, We confess with gratitude because 
we know that God already has heard and forgiven us. No matter what 
we have done or left undone, we are held in God’s hand. So rest in this 
good news: 
All:  God invites us in. God meets us where we are. God hears our 
prayers. God forgives us. Thanks be to God for a love like that

*GLORIA PATRI   (Hymn #546 - Glory be to the Father) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 

 The Lesson:                                      Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 
 Responsive Reading:                   Pslam  22: 23-31 
 The New Testament Lesson:       Romans 4: 13-25 

*HYMN         “To God Be the Glory”    485 (Blue Book) 

THE GOSPEL LESSON        Mark 8: 31-38        
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