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*HYMN         “Take Time to Be Holy”                     310 

THE GOSPEL LESSON        Mark 1: 9-15                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
MESSAGE             Dori Martz 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
 We believe in a God who is everywhere and right here, Bigger 
than the sky and in the smallest details, 
All at once and in every moment. We believe that God meets us 
where we are— In heartbreak and high hopes, Around crowded 
tables and in quiet homes, In joy and in suffering, In loneliness 
and in connection, In sanctuaries and in living rooms, In 
marches and in waiting rooms. We believe that nothing we do 
or leave undone Can distance us from God’s love. God is 
forever drawing us close and pulling us in. Again and again, 
God meets us where we are And invites us into wholeness. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that.  

*HYMN            “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”         385 
THE OFFERING 
The Invitation to Give 
The Offertory 
 The Prayer of Dedication 
                                                                                                                    
 *BENEDICTION  
 *CHORAL RESPONSE         “God Be With You” 
 “God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you, 
With His sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet 
again.   In Our Hands Lauren Wright Pittman  Genesis 9: 8-17 



THE PRELUDE                                      Carol Hughes 

WORDS OF GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Leader:  Again and again, God meets us

People:  May we alway meet each other as God meets 
us 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  God meets us in the night— 
All: Before the sun rises, Before the wound heals, 
Before there are answers, Before there is closure. 
One: God meets us in the light— 
All:  Where joy is effervescent, Where laughter is 
contagious, Where flowers bloom from cracks in the 
sidewalk, And where people gather around the table. 
One: God meets us at the threshold— 
All:   At the edge of the water.  At the beginning of the 
wilderness.  At the start of something new.  On the 
edge of faith. 
One: And if God meets us in all those places, Then surely 
God meets us in between— 
All: Staying with us through the wilderness. 
One: We are not alone. God is all around.
All: Let us worship the God of the here and now. 

THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 

*HYMN:  “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”    368 
                  
CALL TO CONFESSION 

SILENT CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
One: God who meets us where we are— There is nowhere we can go 
that you are not. 
All: You were with Jesus at his baptism. You were with him in the 
wilderness, And even in between, you were there, Saying aloud, 
“This is my beloved.” 
One: We know that you are with us too—In the good, the bad, and 
everything in between— But so often we act like we are alone. 
All: Instead of coming to you with our hurt, We hold it in or cast it 
onto others. Instead of coming to you with our joy, We credit 
ourselves and offer you nothing. 
One: How can we long for a deeper relationship with you While living 
like you are nowhere to be found? 
All:  Forgive our self-centered ways. Remind us that in every 
breath, in every step, you are there. 
One: You are the God who meets us where we are. 
All: Before and behind, above and below, within and around. 
Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Family of faith, if you hear nothing else today, hear this: 
God is here. God sees you. God knows you. God meets you at the 
edge of every new beginning, And God calls you beloved. 
All:  We are washed by the water. We are called beloved. Thanks 
be to God for a love like that. 

*GLORIA PATRI   (Hymn #546 - Glory be to the Father) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
LORD’S PRAYER 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 
 The Lesson:                                      Genesis 9: 8-17 
 Responsive Reading:                   Pslam  25: 1-10 
 The New Testament Lesson:       1 Peter 3: 18-22 


