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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
We believe that a voice cried out in the wilderness, Saying, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” And so, we show up in church 
pews on cold, blustery days. We roll up our sleeves. We plant 
trees for our children. We choose hope. We gather at the Table. 
We set an extra plate. We sing loudly, with joy. We share stories 
and wisdom. We celebrate children. We love together.  We do all 
these things because we believe that God loves us so much that 
God shows up here.  So we prepare and prepare for that next 
beautiful day. Amen. 

*HYMN      	  “Those Who Dream”    (Sheet Music  Provided)            

    THE OFFERING 
   The Invitation to Give 
   The Offertory 
   *The Doxology (#544-Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow) 

   The Prayer of Dedication 
                                                                                                                    
 *BENEDICTION  
 *CHORAL RESPONSE         “God Be With You” 

    “God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide 
uphold you, With His sheep securely fold you, God be with 
you till we meet again. 

  PASSING OF THE PEACE ( Giving the sign of Peace in ASL  Beginning of The Good News Hannah Garrity



THE PRELUDE                                            Carol Hughes 

WORDS OF GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Leader:  Peace be with you!

People:  And also with you. 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.”So family of faith, how do 
we prepare our minds for worship? 
All: We silence the inner critic. We let go of busy thoughts. We 
make space for God to speak. 
One: How do we prepare our hearts for worship? 
All: We bless all around us. We open ourselves up to be moved. 
One:How do we prepare our bodies for worship?
All:  We breathe in God’s mercy. We exhale God’s love. 
One: How do we prepare our souls for worship?  
All: We bring our full selves into this space.  We wear our hearts on 
our sleeves. We trust that even now, God is here. 
One: So prepare the way. Let us worship Holy God. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
I dream of the first pitch of opening season. I dream of a laundry 
day, where each sock finds its mate. I dream of family home for 
the holidays. I dream of good books and homemade meals. I 
dream of sunset drives with the windows down. These are 
beautiful dreams, but I also have urgent dreams. I dream of more 
bridges and less walls. I dream of more laughter and less fear. 
I dream of more listening and less tears. But most of all, I dream 
of peace like a river. Today we light the candle of peace. 
Light candle. 
May it remind us that there is another way. Amen. 

THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 

*HYMN:      “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”         152 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
  
SILENT CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
One: Holy God, we wish that peace was something we could buy. We 
wish that peace could be ordered in a subscription service, found on a 
map, or downloaded in an app.  We wish that peace was as easy as a 
one-time choice when we was feeling my best. However, peace involves 
everyday decisions over and over. So today we confess, in front of this 
community of faith, that we need your help in this Advent season. 
Prepare the way for greater peace, and teach me how to be a part of it. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: May God’s guiding hand surround you. May you know comfort. May 
you know peace. 
All: Thanks be to God we are forgiven

*GLORIA PATRI   (Hymn #546 - Glory be to the Father) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 
 The Lesson:                                          Isaiah 40: 1-11	  
 The Psalm:                             Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 
 The New Testament Lesson:         2 Peter 3: 8-15a 

*HYMN                “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”  	       496 
                                                                                     
THE GOSPEL LESSON             Mark  1: 1 - 8  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
MESSAGE                  Dori Martz 


