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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
Great Creator, We are in awe of you. We will never know how you 
managed to dream up mountains and valleys, a cool morning mist, the 
change of seasons, or the magic of music. Your greatness is beyond our 
reckoning. And because we are in awe of you, we believe we must 
follow Mary’s lead and allow our souls to sing. We believe that the 
appropriate reaction to your goodness is complete gratitude, which 
looks like love for our neighbor, justice for the poor, food for the 
hungry, and joy that overflows. And even though we do not always 
believe in ourselves, We believe that our song is pleasing to you. We 
believe. Help our unbelief. In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 

*HYMN      	  “Joy to the World”	                       161          

    THE OFFERING 
   The Invitation to Give 
   The Offertory 
   *The Doxology (#544-Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow) 

   The Prayer of Dedication 
                                                                                                                    
 *BENEDICTION  
 *CHORAL RESPONSE         “God Be With You” 

    “God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide 
uphold you, With His sheep securely fold you, God be with 
you till we meet again. 

  PASSING OF THE PEACE ( Giving the sign of Peace in ASL 
“Peace be with you” )   A Dream Confirmed Lisle Gwynn Garrity



THE PRELUDE                                            Carol Hughes 

WORDS OF GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Leader:  Joy be with you!

People:  And also with you. 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Friends, anytime we gather together to worship God, we 
are here in God’s arms. So may we recognize that gift, and in 
doing so, may we sow joy. 

All: Let us worship Holy God. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
I dream of dance parties in the kitchen. I dream of laughter 
that is contagious. I dream of birthday candles and another 
beautiful year.  I dream of family game nights and dinner 
parties with friends. I dream of homemade Halloween 
costumes and homemade family recipes.  I dream of 
pillow forts, fireflies, and front porch swings. I dream of 
every little thing that brings joy; and I know it comes from 
God.  So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder 
that God’s dream for this world involves the end of all 
tears. God’s dream for this world involves a joy that 
overflows and is contagious. So may this fire burn bright, 
and as it does, may we sing. May we dance.  May we 
laugh. May we hold onto the people we love. May we sow 
joy in a hurting world, and may it be a holy act. Amen. 

THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 

*HYMN:     “Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow ”    50 (blue book) 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
  
SILENT CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
O Great Writer, 
With a sky full of stars and a world full of flowers, there should be 
no end to our joy. And yet, instead of decorating our very being with 
joy, we let it slip away like loose change. Instead of singing like 
Mary, or dancing like David, we pass by remarkable beauty and 
love most days, unfazed. Forgive us. Teach us the way of children, 
who laugh and dance and sing  as if joy is the very thing that keeps 
them alive. Maybe they have joy figured out. Gratefully we pray, 
amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Friends: God has planted joy within you
All: Thanks be to God we are forgiven

*GLORIA PATRI   (Hymn #546 - Glory be to the Father) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 
 The Lesson:                                          Isaiah 61: 1-4,8-11	  
 THE GOSPEL LESSON       John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
 The New Testament Lesson:          1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 

*HYMN       “Angels We Have Heard on High”   23 (blue book) 
                                                                                     
Responsive Reading:                             Luke  1: 46b - 55 
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